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SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS:
DRAFT ARTICLES ON STRAITS USED FOR INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION

Article 1

1. In straits used for international navigation between one part of the high seas and
another part of the high seas, all ships in transit shall enjoy the equal freedom of
navigation for the purpose of transit passage through such straits,

In the case of narrow straits or straits where such provision is necessary to
ensure the safety of navigation, coastal States may designate corridors suitable for
transit by all ships through such straits, In the case of straits where particular
channels.of navigation are customerily employed by ships in transit, the corridors
shall include such channels, In the case of any change of such corrldors the coastal
State shall give notification of this to all other States in advance,

2, The freedom of navigation provided for in this article for the purpose of transit
passage through straits shall be exercised in accordance with the following rules:

(a) Shlpu in transit through the straits shall not cause any threat to the
security of the coastal States of the straits, or to their territorial 1nv1olab111ty or
political independence, Warships in transit through such straits shall not in the ares
of the straits engage in any exercises or gunfire, use weapons of any kind, launch or
land their aircraft, undertake hydrographical work or engage in other 31m11ar acts
unrelated to the trans1t In the event of any accidents, unforeseen stops in the
straits or eny acts rendered necessary by force majeure all shlps shall inform the
coastal States of the stralts-

(b) Ships in transit through the straits shall strlctly comply with the
international rules concerning the prevention of collisions between ships or other
accidents, :

In all straits where there is heavy traffic, the coastal State may, on the basis
of recommendations by the InterwGovernmental Marxﬁfﬁe Consultative Organization,
designate a two-way traffic separation governing passage, with a cléarly 1nd1cated
dividing :1ine. A1l ships shall observe the established order of traffic and the
dividing line. They shall also aveid making unnecessary manoeuvres;
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(c¢) Ships in “ransit through the straits shall take all precautionary measures to
avoid causing polluiion of the waters ang coasts of the straits, or any other kind of
damage to the coastal States of the straits. Supertankers in transit through the
straits shall take special precautionary measures to ensure the safety of navigation and
to avoid causing potlution:

(a) Liatitity 7ir eny derace waich mey be cavsed to the coastal States of the
straits, their citizons or Juridiecl persoms by the ship in transit, shell rest with the
owner of the srin or other person lisble fo: the damase, and in the event that such
comper.3ation is ot 2idl by thaa for such damage, vwith the flag-State of the ship;

fe) do Stete 3hall de entitled to interrupt or suspend the transit of ships
thrcugh tha suveits, « ennage therein in any acts which interfere with the transit of
ships, or recuire shipg in transit to stop or communicate information of eny kind;

(f) The crintel Siats shall not place in the sireits any installations which could
interfere with or hinder tne Lrancit of ships.

3. The provinicag of Lhis article:
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(b) shrll 1ol sifect
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the suriiza, tie s.a-bes :
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ien rights of the coa9551“States with respect to
rz and nineral resources of the straits;

(e) hnll not affec’. the lepal risime of straits throvgh which transit is
regulated by Taterr-tional agrcements cpecifically reieting o such straits.

Article 2

In “he car2 of cir<its leadine frem the high sees to the territorial sea of one or
more foreien States - .d used for interrational nevigation, the principle of innocent
passage for all shipe tl2il enply w..l this passage shall not be suspenced,

e
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Acticle 3

1. In the cas> o7 sireits over which the air ;- -e2 is traditionally uscd for transit
flights vy forcign eircvaft between one part of the high seas and another part of the
high seas, all aircraft shall enjoy equal freedom of transit overflight over such
straits. Ccast 1 Stales mry desigeate special air cnvridors suitable for overflight by
aireraft, end special altitudes Tor aivaraft flying - n different directions, and may
establish partieculars for rodio-communicatior with then,

2. The freedon of tran3it overflighi by aircraft over the straits, as provided for
in this artiecle, skrall e exaveized in sccordasce with “he following rules:

(a) Cverflying aircra®™ shall tek- the necessary steps to keep within the -
toundaries of the corridors and =i the altitude designated by the coastal States for
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flights over the straits, and to avoid overflying the land territory of a coastal State,
unless such overflight 1s provided for by the delimitation of the corridor designated
by the coastal State:

(b) Overflying aircraft shall not cause any threat to the security of the coastal
States, their territorial inviolability or political 1ndependence' in partlcular
mllltary aireraft shall not in the area of the straits engage in any exercises or
gunfire, use weapons of any kind, take aerial photographs, circle or dive down towards
ships, take on fuel or engage in other similar acts unrelated to overflight;

(c) Liability for any damage which may be caused to the coastal States of the
straits or their citizens or juridical persons by the aircraft overflying the straits
ghall rest with the owner of the aircraft or other person liable for the damage and in
the event that compensation is not paid by them for such damage, with the State in which
the aircraft is registered;

(d) No State shall be entitled to interrupt or suspend the transit overflight of
sircraft, in accordance with this article, in the air  space over the straits,

3, The provisions of this article:

(a)  shall epply to transit flights by aircraft over straits lying within the
territorial sea of one or more coastal States;

(b) shall not affect the legal régime of straits over which overfllght is
regulated by international agreements specifically relatlng to such straits,

-
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Article 1

(General Provisions: Nature and Characteristics)

Article 2

Limits of the Territorial Sea

The territorial sea shall not extend beyond 50 nautical miles from the
baseline from which the bresdth of the territorial sea is measured.
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